RESOLUTION 2017-16

Village of Egg Harbor
Supporting a Constitutional Amendment to Allow Limits on Campaign Contributions
And
Conducting a Non-Binding Statewide Referendum

Whereas, free and fair elections are essential to democracy and effective self-governance, and;

Whereas, even the appearance of being able to buy access to candidates or influence policy and
governing decisions based on large donations erodes the voters’ confidence in our elections and
democracy

Whereas, the U.S. Supreme Court’s decisions in Citizens United and related cases allow unlimited
spending by certain groups known as Super-PACs to influence local, state, and federal elections

Whereas, the above mentioned Supreme Court cases:

1) Have granted Corporations, Unions, SuperPACs, and other man-made entities the same
Constitutional protections give only to “We the People...” (i.e., individual human beings) by
the Framers of the Constitution, and,;

2) Have declared money to be ‘free speech’

Now therefore, be it resolved that the Village Board of the Village of Egg Harbor, Door County,
Wisconsin, does hereby respectfully request the Door County Board of Supervisors to support this
Resolution and ask the Wisconsin State Legislature, and our locally elected state representatives, to
provide the voters of the state with the opportunity to speak through a non-binding state-wide
Referendum asking if they, the voters, support an amendment to the United States Constitution stating:

1. Only human beings — not corporations, unions, SuperPACs or similar association — are endowed
with individual constitutional rights, and

2. Money is not speech, and therefore limiting political contributions and spending is not equivalent
to restricting political speech.

Be it further resolved, that the Clerk for the Village of Egg Harbor send a copy of this Resolution to the

Door County Board and to our state and federal representatives with instructions to enact resolutions,
referenda, and legislation to advance this effort.

ADOPTED this___ day of , 2017.

APPROVED this___ day of , 2017.

VILLAGE OF EGG HARBOR

John Heller, Village President

ATTEST:

Lynn Ohnesorge, Village Clerk/ Treasurer
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2017 ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION 53

May 22, 2017 - Introduced by Representatives Suseck, C. Tavror, KoLsTE, 5 7,

ANDERSON, BErcEAU, BruLings, BRosTorF, CoNSIDINE, CROWLEY, GENRICH,

Govke, HesseLBEIN, Hinrz, MasoN, OnNs1AD, PorPE, RikmeR, SARGENT, Jo / ;;T E &8 ﬂ’lﬂf&”?

SHANKLAND, SINICKI, SPREITZER, STUCK, VRUWINK, WACHS and ZAMARRIPA,
cosponsored by Senators HANSEN, JoHNsoN, LArsoN, MILLER, RINGHAND,

54

RissEr, ViNesoUT and WircH. Referred to Committee on Constitution and
($T8 39)

Ethics.

Relating to: an advisory referendum on an amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

Analysis by the Legislaiive Reference Bureau

In the case of Citizens United v. F.E.C., the U.8, Supreme Court ruled that
corporations are “persons” for the purpose of pohtlcal speech thus allowing
corporations to make unlimited expenditures in political campaigns. The U.S.
Constitution grants Congress the power to propose amendments to the Constitution
that become effective when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the states.
Amendments can have the effect of overturning—in effect repealing—prior decisions
of the Supreme Court. This resolution places a question on the November 2018 ballot
to ask the people if Congress should propose an amendment to overturn Citizens.
United v. F.E.C.

Resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, That the following
question be submitted, for adwsory ;purposes only, to the voters of this state at the
general election to be held in November 2018: .

“QuEsTION 1: Overturnmé" Citizeris United. “The U.S. Supreme Court's
decisions in Citizens United and related cases allow unlimited spending to influence
local, state, and federal elections. To allow all Americans to have an equal say in our

democracy, shall Wisconsin's congressional delegation support, and the Wisconsin
legislature ratify, an amendment to the U.8. Constitution stativg:
1. Only human beings—not corporations, unions, nonprofit organizations, or
similar associations—are endowed with constitutional rights, and
2. Money is not speech, and therefore limiting political contributions and
spending is not equivalent to restricting political speech?"
(END)
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Why Should Local Municipal Officials Get Involved?

1.  The majority of people you represent care.

They are angry and worried about the rising surge of outside money that floods our elections
- often just to distort and spread misinformation about candidates and positions. The
unlimited money funneled through Super-PACs now has the ability to outspend candidates
and even political parties. They are funded by a very few amount of wealthy individuals,
corporations and unions; and they threaten to drown out the voice of individual voters. They
are a big part of the reason political ‘compromise and problem solving’ has declined and
been replaced by ultra-partisanship and distrust. This is even seen in the WI Supreme Court.

105 Wisconsin municipalities have voted support of an amendment. The margin of support
in the 72 communities that have held Referendums averages 79%. That’s a clear sign that
voters see this as Non-Partisan.

2, It’s the right thing to do.
Even the appearance of buying influence and power hurts our democracy...and many feel it

too often goes beyond appearance.

3 Local Control is being eroded.
This is your chance to officially to Speak-up. You’re our elected officials, but you keep
having more and more local control taken out of your hands and your budgets siphoned off to

large lobbying interests.
4, Your vote amplifies the voices of each of your neighbors (the people you represent).

5. Your vote of support will help to push the ball of common-sense campaign
finance reform up a very steep political hill.

But, let’s be realistic and recognize that getting a non-binding statewide Referendum on a
future State ballot and getting a National Amendment passed will require sustained political
action and will. We all know that. But, today your vote of support will be a critical local
step in moving that ball up that hill. It Jets our elected state and congressional representatives
- know we want them to show courage and leadership both within and across their current
political divides. This Resolution simply asks them to acknowledge and step up to this
important issue and then let Wisconsin voters make their voices heard through a state-wide
Referendum in the near future.

Door County-United to Amend

149



CRANDONABWN =

WI Communities that have Called for an Amendment

City of Madison — petition referendum on ballot April 5, 2011, with 84% approval.

Dane County — board placed referendum on ballot April 5, 2011, with 78% approval.

City of West Allis — petition referendum on ballot April 3, 2012, with 70% approval.

Town of Westport — board passed resolution May 7, 2012.

Dunn County — board passed resolution July 25, 2012. Then put on ballot and passed 72% on Nov 4, 2014,
Eau Claire County — board placed referendum on ballot Nov. 6, 2012, with 71% approval.

. Chippewa County — board placed referendum on ballot April 2, 2013, with 68% approval.

City of Fort Atkinson — petition forced referendum on ballot April 2, 2013, with 77% approval.
City of Whitewater — petition referendum on ballot April 2, 2013, with 84% approval.

. Douglas County — board of supervisors unanimously approved resolution June 20, 2013,

. Town of Exeter — town board unanimously approved resolution July 8, 2013.

. Jefferson County — board of supervisors voted 23-5 to approve resolution July 9, 2013.

. Town of Koshkonong — town board approved resolution with a July 10, 2013 80% ballot approval.
. Town of Oakland — town board unanimously approved resolution July 16, 2013.

. City of Kenosha — city council voted 13-2 to approve resolution August 5, 2013.

. Town of Sumner — town board unanimously approved resolution August 12, 2013.

. Town of Watertown — town board unanimously approved resolution August 12, 2013.

. Kenosha County — board voted 19-4 to approve resolution August 20, 2013.

. Town of Jefferson — town board voted 4-1 to approve resolution September 5, 2013.

. Town of Farmington — town board unanimously approved resolution September 5, 2013.

. Town of Spring Valley — town board unanimously approved resolution September 9, 2013.

. Town of Lake Mills — town board unanimously approved resolution September 10, 2013.

. Town of Richmond — town board unanimously approved resolution September 17, 2013.

. Town of Cross Plains — town board unanimously approved resolution November 11, 2013,

. Town of Avon — town board unanimously approved resolution December 2, 2013.

. Town of Porter — town board voted 2 for and 1 abstaining to approve resolution December 16, 2013.
. Town of Plymouth — town board unanimously approved resolution January 14, 2014,

. Town of Newark — town board unanimously approved resolution February 10, 2014.

. City of Waukesha - petition referendum on ballot April 1, 2014, with 69% approval.

. City of Wauwatosa — petition referendum on ballot April 1, 2014, with 64% approval.

. City of Edgerton — petition referendum on ballot April 1, 2014, with 87% approval.

. City of Elkhorn — petition referendum on ballot April 1, 2014, with 69% approval.

. City of Delavan — petition referendum on ballot April 1, 2014, with 76% approval.

. City of Lake Mills — petition referendum on ballot April 1, 2014, with 73% approval.

. Village of Belleville — petition referendum on ballot April 1, 2014, with 85% approval.

. Village of Shorewood — petition referendum on ballot April 1, 2014, with 76% approval.

. Village of Whitefish Bay — petition referendum on ballot April 1, 2014, with 65% approval.

. Village of Waunakee — petition referendum on ballot April 1, 2014, with 79% approval.

. Village of DeForest — petition referendum on ballot April 1, 2014, with 70% approval.

. Town of Windsor — town board approved resolution with an April 1, 2014 71% ballot approval.
. Town of Waterloo — board placed referendum on ballot April 1, 2014 61% ballot approval.

. Town of Viroqua — town board approved resolution per citizen unanimous vote April 20, 2014.
. Town of Janesville — town board unanimously approved resolution July 7, 2014.

. Town of Dunn — town board unanimously approved resolution Aug 28, 2014.

. Milwaukee County — board placed referendum on ballot November 4, 2014 with a 70% approval.
. City of Green Bay — petition referendum on ballot November 4, 2014 with a 77% approval.

For more information, please visit wiuta.org 4/6/17
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47. City of Appleton — petition referendum on ballot November 4, 2014 with a 74% approval. (

48. City of Fond du Lac ~ petition referendum on ballot November 4, 2014 with a 73% approval.

49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67

68.
69.
70.
71.
72,
73.
74.
75.

76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
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93.
94.
95.
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97.

98
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- City of Neenah — petition referendum on ballot November 4, 2014 with a 79% approval.

. City of Menasha — petition referendum on ballot November 4, 2014 with an 80% approval.
- City of Ripon — petition referendum on ballot November 4, 2014 with a 79% approval.

. City of Wausau — petition referendum on ballot November 4, 2014 with a 77% approval.

. City of Stoughton — petition referendum on ballot November 4, 2014 with an 82% approval.
. Village of Oregon — petition referendum on ballot November 4, 2014 with a 79% approval.

. Village of Park Ridge — petition referendum on ballot November 4, 2014 with an 83% approval.
. City of Watertown — petition referendum on ballot April 7, 2015 with a 69% approval.

. City of Evansville — petition referendum on ballot April 7, 2015 with an 80% approval.

. Town of Reedsburg — board placed referendum on ballot April 7, 2015 with a 63% ballot approval.
. Town of Ellington — town board approved resolution April 21, 2015,

. City of Mauston — city council unanimously approved a resolution June 23, 2015.

. City of New Lisbon - city council unanimously approved a resolution July 20, 2015.

. Town of Greenville — town board voted 3-2 to approve resolution October 12, 2015.

. Village of Belmont — petition referendum on ballot April 5, 2016 with an 88% approval.

. City of Beloit — petition referendum on ballot April 5, 2016 with a 74% approval,

. City of Brodhead — board placed referendum on ballot April 5, 2016 with an 85% approval.
. Town of Clarno — board placed referendum on ballot April 5, 2016 85% ballot approval.

. City of Darlington — petition referendum on ballot April 5, 2016 with an 81% approval.

City of Janesville — board placed referendum on ballot April 5, 2016 with an 84% approval.
City of Lancaster ~ petition referendum on ballot April 5, 2016 with an 85% approval.

City of New London — petition referendum on ballot April 5, 2016 with an 81% approval.
City of Monroe — board placed referendum on ballot April 5, 2016 with an 82% approval.

Town of York — board placed referendum on ballot April 5, 2016 with an 86% ballot approval.

Town of Fountain — town board approved resolution per citizen vote {8-1-1) April 20, 2016.

Town of Mt. Pleasant — unanimous board approval May 16, 2016. Referendum passed November 8, 2016
with a 88% approval.

City of Milton — city council unanimously approved resolution August 16, 2016.

Town of Marion ~ town board unanimously approved resolution September 8, 2016.

Rock County ~ ballot referendum passed November 8, 2016 with a 86% approval.

City of Reedsburg — ballot referendum passed November 8, 2016 with a 86% approval.

City of Manitowoc — ballot referendum passed November 8, 2016 with a 81% approval.

City of Delafield — ballot referendum passed November 8, 2016 with a 79% approval.

Village of Neshkoro — ballot referendum passed November 8, 2016 with a 88% approval.

Village of New Glarus — ballot referendum passed November 8, 2016 with a 88% approval.

Village of Spring Valley — ballot referendum passed November 8, 2016 with a 91% approval.

Village of Osceola - ballot referendum passed November 8, 2016 with a 86% approval.

Village of Mount Horeb — ballot referendum passed November 8, 2016 with a 84% approval.

Village of Monticello — ballot referendum passed November 8, 2016 with a 86% approval.

Village of Clayton — ballot referendum passed November 8, 2016 with a 86% approval.

Town of New Glarus — ballot referendum passed November 8, 2016 with a 83% approval.

Town of Harris — ballot referendum passed November 8, 2016 with a 65% approval.

Town of Springdale — ballot referendum passed November 8, 2016 with a 86% approval.

Town of Decatur — ballot referendum passed November 8, 2016 with a 89% approval.

Town of Cadiz - ballot referendum passed November 8, 2016 with a 87% approval.

Town of Lake Tomahawk — ballot referendum passed November 8, 2016 with a 91% approval. f
Town of West Point - ballot referendum passed November 8, 2016 with a 67% approval.
Town of Clayton — town board unanimously approved resolution January 18, 2017.

City of Sturgeon Bay« council unanimously approved resolution March 21, 2017.

. City of Racine - ballot referendum passed April 4, 2017 with a 81% approval.

. City of Monona - ballot referendum passed April 4, 2017 with a 91% approval.

100. Village of Fox Crossing - ballot referendum passed April 4, 2017 with a 81% approval.

10

1. Village of Blue Mounds - ballot referendum passed April 4, 2017 with a 88% approval.

For more information, please visit wiuta.org 4/6/17

City of Platteville — petition referendum on ballot April 5, 2016 with an 84% approval. (
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“02. Town of Blue Mounds - ballot referendum passed April 4, 2017 with a 84% approval.
«03. Town of Jordan - ballot referendum passed April 4, 2017 with a 71% approval.

104. Town of Crystal Lake - ballot referendum passed April 4, 2017 with a 79% approval.
105. Town of Caledonia - ballot referendum passed April 4, 2017 with a 70% approval.
Average “Yes” votes of all communities where citizens voted on a ballot = 78%

In total, 2.8 million people (48% of Wisconsinites) live in jurisdictions that have called for the United To Amend
Amendment, Nationwide, over 730 communities have passed resolutions.

Communities with April 2018 Referenda
Villages: McFarland

States that have Called for an Amendment

. Hawaii (April 28, 2010) 10. Montana (November 6, 2012)

. Maryland (January 19, 2012) 11. Colorado (November 6, 2012)

. New Mexico (February 7, 2012) 12. West Virginia (April 10, 2013)

. Vermont (April 19, 2012) 13. Maine (April 30, 2013)

. Rhode Island (May 30, 2012) 14. lllinois (May 31, 2013)

. California (July 5, 2012) 15. Delaware (June 10, 2013)

. Massachusetts (July 31, 2012) 16. Oregon (July 1, 2013)

. Connecticut (September 12, 2012) 17. New York (June 15, 2016)

. New Jersey (Oct. 18, 2012) 18. Washington (November 8, 2016)

NN WON -
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June 24, 2017
Re: United to Amend
Hi Ryan,

Per Jim Black and Dan Powers’ article in the June 23, 2017 Pulse, “the Town of Baileys Harbor on June 12
and the Town of Egg Harbor on June 19 unanimously approved a resolution to support a Constitutional
Amendment to limit campaign contributions. As of today, 105 local governments in Wisconsin have
passed resolutions or referendums calling on the state legislature to help rein in the millions of
unlimited money that pours into our elections from outside sources, including SuperPacs. So far 9
counties, 38 cities (including Sturgeon Bay in March 2017), 41 towns and 17 villages have supported
limiting SuperPACs.”

Let’s add the Village of Egg Harbor to that list. | don’t recall the Village acting upon the United to Amend.
I would like you to include the United to Amend on the Board’s agenda as soon as possible.

Respectfully,
Paula Cashin

cc: John Heller
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