Annual Town Meeting
Town of Scituate
April 9, 2013

ARTICLE 29. Petition to contact U.S. Congress to pass and send to the States an
amendment to the U.S. Constitution – BY PETITION
WARRANT
WHEREAS, the United State Supreme Court has compromised democratically enacted local,
state, and federal legislation that protects our health, safety, the environment, and the integrity of
our elections on the presumption that corporations have the same constitutional rights as people
and that unlimited political spending in elections does not give rise to corruption or the
appearance of corruption; and
WHEREAS, the expenditure of unlimited money in elections threatens to overwhelm our
individual voices in the democratic process and to facilitate the undue influence of large political
donors with elected officials who benefit from them;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we the citizens of Scituate, Massachusetts,
petition the U.S. Congress to pass and send to the States and amendment to the U.S. constitution
that would affirm that corporations are not entitled to the constitutional rights of human beings,
and that Congress, and state and local governments may place limits on political contributions
and expenditures from any source.
MOTION
ARTICLE 29. Petition to contact U.S. Congress to pass and send to the States an
amendment to the U.S. Constitution – BY PETITION
Ms. Svenning
(Danehey)
Mr. Moderator,
I move that:
WHEREAS, the United State Supreme Court has compromised democratically enacted local,
state, and federal legislation that protects our health, safety, the environment, and the integrity of
our elections on the presumption that corporations have the same constitutional rights as people
and that unlimited political spending in elections does not give rise to corruption or the
appearance of corruption; and
WHEREAS, the expenditure of unlimited money in elections threatens to overwhelm our
individual voices in the democratic process and to facilitate the undue influence of large political
donors with elected officials who benefit from them;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we the citizens of Scituate, Massachusetts,
petition the U.S. Congress to pass and send to the States and amendment to the U.S. constitution
that would affirm that corporations are not entitled to the constitutional rights of human beings,
and that Congress, and state and local governments may place limits on political contributions
and expenditures from any source.
VOTED
WHEREAS, the United State Supreme Court has compromised democratically enacted local,
state, and federal legislation that protects our health, safety, the environment, and the integrity of
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our elections on the presumption that corporations have the same constitutional rights as people
and that unlimited political spending in elections does not give rise to corruption or the
appearance of corruption; and
WHEREAS, the expenditure of unlimited money in elections threatens to overwhelm our
individual voices in the democratic process and to facilitate the undue influence of large political
donors with elected officials who benefit from them;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we the citizens of Scituate, Massachusetts,
petition the U.S. Congress to pass and send to the States and amendment to the U.S. constitution
that would affirm that corporations are not entitled to the constitutional rights of human beings,
and that Congress, and state and local governments may place limits on political contributions
and expenditures from any source.
MAJORITY VOTE
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