CITY OF BAKER CITY W

Meeting Date: June 26, 2012 Type of Action Requested:
G XIResolution No. # 3680

Agenda Title: Resolution supporting [JOrdinance No.
Constitutional Amendment to regulate ] Formal Action/Motion

campaign contributions [] Other: Information

Agenda Item:

Action Statement

A local group known as Concerned Citizens of Baker City has prepared a Resolution for the City Council to
consider. The Resolution asks that the Council support the group’s effort to have a U.S. Constitution
amendment to regulate campaign contributions and expenditures.

Background
Barbara Johnson, spokesman, for Concerned Citizens of Baker City has provided a cover letter, a Resolution for

Council consideration, and several pages of Baker City citizen signatures.

Analysis
According to the material provided by Concerned Citizens of Baker City an Amendment to the United States

Constitution is necessary to regulate campaign contributions and expenditures within the United States. According
to the material several other City Governments have supported such an initiative. The material asks that the Baker
City Council support their efforts to urge Oregon’s Federal Senators and Representatives to support the amendment.

Alternatives
The Council can either support or not support the Resolution.

Recommendation
No recommendation by staff.

Is this recommendation supported by an advisory committee? Check those that apply:

Airport Commission

Golf Board

Historic District Design Review Committee
Planning Commission

Public Works Advisory Committee
Transient Lodging Tax Committee

Tree Board

Other:

Not Applicable

No. Explanation:

OXOOOO0000



Suggested Motions

I'move that the Council adopt Resolution # 3680, A Resolution of the Baker City Council urging Oregon’s
members of Congress to approve and Oregon’s Legislature to support, an Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States which gives Congress and the States the authority to regulate campaign contributions and
expenditures for Federal and State elections.

Prepared by:_Mike Kee




CONCERNED CITIZENS OF BAKER CITY

www.,cche.us
June 11, 2012
Baker City Council
City Hall
1655 First Street
Baker City, OR 97814
Dear Baker City Councilors,

Re: Proposed Council Resolution

A proposed City Council Resolution 1s attached which urges a Constitutional
amendment minimizing the effect of money on our political elections. Additionally,
petition sheets signed by over one-hundred residents are attached, indicating citizen
support for this proposal. The proposed resolution is modeled after a resolution
passed recently in Ashland, Oregon, and modified by a public forum in Baker City
on April 26th. We encourage its adoption.

We trust the proposed resolution speaks for itself, but want to comment that we can
imagine no greater step that could be taken to hand democracy back to We the
People of the United States. It's as if the Supreme Court did us all a favor with the
Citizens United decision, by allowing such a dramatic and unacceptable surge of
campaign donations by a few, extremely wealthy contributors. Ordinary citizens
have become galvanized to reverse this and at the same time overcome the already
corrupting influence of money in politics in a comprehensive and meaningful way.

While this proposal can have no influence on this November’s elections, we are
greatly encouraged by the widespread, bipartisan movement to overturn Citizens
United. “Super PACs” are opposed by 69% of American adults. We see thisasa
most heartening example of how crucial problems can get solved when We the
People get together to solve them!

Sincerely,

Barbara Johnson

Spokesperson, Concerned Citizens of Baker City



RESOLUTION NO. 3680

A RESOLUTION OF THE BAKER CITY COUNCIL URGING OREGON’S MEMBERS
OF CONGRESS TO APPROVE — AND OREGON’S LEGISLATURE TO SUPPORT -
AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES WHICH
GIVES CONGRESS AND THE STATES THE AUTHORITY TO REGULATE
CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES FOR FEDERAL AND STATE
ELECTIONS.

WHEREAS, There is widespread, bipartisan national interest in fair electoral processes for
candidates and measures; and

WHEREAS, Previous federal and state legislative measures to regulate campaign financing
were largely invalidated by the 2010 decision of the U.S. Supreme Court in Citizens United v.
Federal Elections Commission and subsequent federal court decisions; and

WHEREAS, The consequences of Citizens United exacerbate the already pervasive influence
of money in politics and could well increase the distortion and corruption of electoral and
governing processes and loss of citizen confidence in federal, state, and local democratic
institutions; and

WHEREAS, Citizens United was based largely on a finding that political contributions are
protected under the First Amendment’s Free Speech Clause, thus making it necessary to enact a
Constitutional amendment to remedy Citizens United; and

WHEREAS, Some Members of Congress, including Senators Merkley and Wyden, and others
are attempting to gather support for a Constitutional amendment authorizing Congress and the
states to regulate campaign contributions and expenditures; and

WHEREAS, Expressions of widespread, bipartisan, grassroots support for efforts to reverse
Citizens United have already come from over 200 cities (including Portland, Eugene, and
Ashland, Oregon), three states, and 17 state attorneys general; and additional such expressions
are needed to increase the prospects for passage of a Constitutional amendment.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Baker City,
Oregon, to approve Resolution #3680, A RESOLUTION OF THE BAKER CITY COUNCIL
URGING OREGON’S MEMBERS OF CONGRESS TO APPROVE — AND OREGON’S
LEGISLATURE TO SUPPORT — AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
UNITED STATES WHICH GIVES CONGRESS AND THE STATES THE AUTHORITY TO
REGULATE CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES FOR FEDERAL AND
STATE ELECTIONS

PASSED by the City Council of Baker City, Oregon, and signed by the Mayor of
Baker City, Oregon, this 26™ day of June, 2012.



Mayor
ATTEST:

City Recorder



CONCERNED CITIZENS OF BAKER CITY
We, the undersigned are in favor of a Constitutional amendment allowing Congress to regulate campaign contributions.
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We, the undersigned are in favor of a Constitutional amendment allowing Congress to regulate campaign contributions.

CONCERNED CITIZENS OF BAKER CITY

NAME

STREET ADDRESS
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We, the undersigned are in favor of a Constitutional amendment allowing Congress to regulate campaign contributions.

CONCERNED CITIZENS OF BAKER CITY

NAME

STREET ADDRESS
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CONCERNED CITIZENS OF BAKER CITY

We, the undersigned are in favor of a Constitutional amendment allowing Congress to regulate campaign contributions
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CONCERNED CITIZENS OF BAKER CITY

We, the undersigned are in favor of a Constitutional amendment allowing Congress to regulate campaign contributions.
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We, the undersigned are in favor of a Constitutional amendment allowing Congress to regulate campaign contributions.

CONCERNED CITIZENS OF BAKER CITY

NAME

STREET ADDRESS

aTy

Y )?u <th?)1o

Sos5 ‘7 sr

/F?@/ Qe 3979/ 4

-1

/'7,/}/@6, @aiomé%ﬁ;

2o _oRe 17414

i & Gally

/75 o /I7uferﬁe S
7
/975 Greve

Bk, 042 77504

Il s T fron

975 2B JL

/o2l &ﬁ,/ FIEI

AR C,e/%/?)f/(/

@bm OLD L N‘LU.R Ny 3

557 sz/;zﬁf;\/ 120D
B8 | L\\s%\)fw o @D

@;&h@ @t’? O

Jerey  Wowsch 1710 lb4h S&  Bukereds Dolger Gy ok
JIWARCH  Cool TG0 A RMIUTST . C‘
—/
=/ Mm/ HALST S A//Me/oﬁs 24 S tes % old

[ B3 O /é%@/;/z% ol

M%/@z

&m,-m

/5"/\5“65”@%% %wq_,(




CONCERNED CITIZENS OF BAKER CITY

We, the undersigned are in favor of a Constitutional amendment allowing Congress to regulate campaign contributions.
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CONCERNED CITIZENS OF BAKER CITY

We, the undersigned are in favor of a Constitutional amendment allowing Congress to regulate campaign contributions.

Susan  lewnsend
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CONCERNED CITIZENS OF BAKER CITY

We, the undersigned are in favor of a Constitutional amendment allowing Congress to regulate campaign contributions.
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CONCERNED CITIZENS OF BAKER CITY
We, the undersigned are in favor of a Constitutional amendment allowing Congress to regulate campaign contributions.

NAME STREET ADDRESS
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CONCERNED CITIZENS OF BAKER CITY

We, the undersigned are in favor of a Constitutional amendment allowing Congress to regulate campaign contributions.
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